
 
 

 

 

 

 

Innovative Classical Music Publisher Kathryn Knight to Succeed Roger McClean as President of 

C.F. Peters Corporation New York 

 

For Immediate Release (October 28, 2019) 

 

Beginning November 1, 2019, leading UK music publisher and current Tido tech platform CEO Kathryn 

Knight will take up her new role within the Edition Peters Group as President of C.F. Peters Corporation 

New York. She succeeds Roger McClean, who has been President since 2002, a role which was the 

pinnacle of a career spanning five decades with the firm. McClean was responsible for the development of 

C.F. Peters’ market-leading US distribution services, with ABRSM, Oxford University Press and Broude 

Brothers, among others, entrusting their distribution in North America to C.F. Peters. McClean also 

spearheaded the joint venture digital printing company Halstan US, which is located within the Peters 

New York building.  

 

Knight brings a highly successful track record and over 25 years’ experience in international music 

publishing, education, commercial development and digital business. She is also a singer, pianist and TV 

commentator on the BBC TV Classical Music Proms, and a co-founder of Sing Up, a £40m national 

singing programme for UK schools. A music graduate from Oxford University, Knight was Director of 

Publishing and Business Development at UK publishing house Faber Music for 17 years. During her 

tenure, she delivered a series of commercially successful ventures with major pop publishers and 

education organizations, and worked with some of the world’s leading educationalists, composers and 

performing artists. For the past five years, she has been a Director of the Edition Peters Board and CEO 

of the ground-breaking Tido Music digital music platform (incubated within the Edition Peters Group). 

Knight’s existing close links with the European Edition Peters companies will be invaluable in furthering 

the Group’s unified publishing strategy, as will her international business contacts across the US and Asia. 

McClean remains involved with C.F. Peters on a part-time basis from his new home in Delaware, 

continuing to support the firm’s distribution business and the publishers it serves. 

 

Nicholas Riddle, CEO Edition Peters Group: “Roger McClean has been an outstanding President of 

C.F. Peters. He skillfully navigated it throughout the evolution of the business. We owe him an immense 

debt of gratitude. He could only be succeeded by an outstanding music publisher, and there is no doubt 

that this description fits Kathryn Knight perfectly. We look forward with excitement to the distinctive 

insights she will bring to the business to build on what has already been accomplished.” 

 

Kathryn Knight: “It is a privilege to be taking on the responsibility for guiding this extraordinary 

publishing house as we move forwards. I am excited by the challenge of living up to C.F. Peters New 

York’s eminence as both a quintessentially American new-music publisher and as part of a rich, global 

history of classical music.” 

 

Roger McClean: “It has been a wonderful experience to be part of this amazing and historic business, 

and to have been its President for the past seventeen years. I am extremely happy that we have Kathryn 

Knight as the next President of C.F. Peters. Having worked with her on the Board of Directors, it is clear 

to me that she will lead the firm onward and upward to new heights in the classical music industry.” 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

Notes for Editors 

 

C.F. Peters Corporation was founded in New York by Walter Hinrichsen in 1948, after his return from 

active duty in the US Army in Europe. One of the “Monuments Men” assigned to seek out and preserve 

artworks and cultural artifacts in Germany following the end of World War II, Walter was himself a 

member of the family that owned Edition Peters, the landmark music publishing house in Leipzig, 

Germany, founded in 1800 but seized and “aryanized” by the Nazis in 1938. After the War, Walter and his 

family discovered that fourteen family members had perished in the Holocaust. Like his older brother 

Max, who had already founded a music publishing company in London before the War, Walter set about 

republishing the Edition Peters catalogue in America. 

 

C.F. Peters Corporation went from strength to strength, buoyed by the sales of its classical catalogue. 

Walter Hinrichsen used the proceeds from this to begin a program of publishing the works of the most 

important American contemporary composers, also accepting works from composers in Japan as well as 

those who had escaped to the US from Europe. Among the many signings made over the years by Walter 

and his successors are works by John Cage, George Crumb, Morton Feldman, Toshiro Mayuzumi, Chou 

Wen-Chung, Alan Hovhaness, Roger Reynolds, Chinary Ung, David Rakowski, David Amram, Ursula 

Mamlok, Milton Babbitt, Henry Cowell, Earle Brown, Lou Harrison, Christian Wolff, Charles Wuorinen, 

and Mario Davidovsky, among literally scores of other composers. This work continues today with the 

recent signings of Sky Macklay, George Lewis, and Marc-André Hamelin. In many of these cases, C.F. 

Peters publishes the composer’s complete output. In addition to this roster, C.F. Peters Corporation 

represents and promotes the numerous contemporary works and composers published by the other 

members of the Edition Peters Group in Leipzig and London, making it a substantial publisher of the 

world’s contemporary classical music. 

The Peters companies operated as separate entities in New York, London, Frankfurt, and Leipzig until 

2010, when they were brought together into a single business Group managed by Directors from each of 

the national companies. In 2014, the company in Frankfurt moved back to the historic home of Peters in 

Talstrasse in Leipzig. Today, the Group is majority-owned by the Hinrichsen Foundation, which supports 

the creation and performance of classical music, while a minority stake continues to be held by Walter 

Hinrichsen’s grandson.  
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